THE    QUESTING    BEAST
I also went to Arranjuez, for had I not read of " die
schone Tage von Arranjuez sind jetz voriiber," and there
were horse races and Alfonso himself.
On the way back to Madrid I was struck by the fact that
both sides of the road were flanked by mounted gendarmes a
hundred yards apart. I was just asking G.L.B, the reason for
this when a huge racing-car, mounted with a machine-gun,
overtook us at about sixty miles an hour, rapidly followed
by the King in his own car and a similarly armed motor
bringing up the rear. I had read so often in English papers
of the way Alfonso went about without protection that I was
amused. When he went to the theatre in Madrid at least
a quarter of the audience were plain-clothes police. I was
not surprised he should be so protected, after his behaviour
over the disaster of his troops at Annural, but this was before
the famous " ole hombres "l telegram, and the setting up
of a dictatorship to prevent Alfonso from being fixed with
the responsibility for this disaster.
I met a young Russian named Shura Meyendorf, whose
father had been Minister at Madrid, and we set off on a
walking tour in the Guadarramas for two days. To walk
those hills in the early morning when the mist is still lying
lazily on the ground, and to watch it rise so sleepily till the
sun pierces it and shows one the level country far below; to
see the morning lights on the Escurial as it lies in the
plain; to run the gauntlet from roving mountain bulls; to
walk fifteen miles and sleep in a mountain hut tired, warm
1 This was a telegram from Alfonso found on General Sylvester's
dead body after the disaster at Annural, when ten thousand Spaniards
were ambushed and killed. It was couched in the language of the
bull-ring, " Ole hombres, I am waiting," and referred to the attack
that Alfonso, behind the backs of his War Office, had ordered
General Sylvester to carry out.
211